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MAY 9, 1987
By Jeane J. Kirkpatriék_

"Bi11 Casey -is a controversial man," a liberal journalist

said to me last week. "You have to face that."

But, of course, I said, he was a bold cpmmitted man in an

age rent by’cbntfoversyf

In Paradise Lost, Dante reserved the lowest rung of hell for

those who do not care --- for those-who,bconfronted’by great
questions, are uninterested; who, faced with gréat needs, are
unmoved; who, offered great opportunities, feel no challenge;

_ who;-endowed'with freedom and power, make no use of it;-the kind
of man who;-dbéeerng a battle befweed'tyrantsvand_thdse Wﬁq.f

would be freée, remain indifferent.

Bil1 Casey was no such man. And, he knew it.
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In one of his last pub1ic'speeches, he quoted Theodore

Roosevelt:

"Far beftér it is to ddrevmighty things, to win glorious
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to take rank
with those poor spirits who neither énjoy much nor Suffer:much,
because théy live in the gray twi]ightithat'knpws not victory nor

defeat."

"A lawyer," Casey once said, "has a ringside seat at the
human comedy.™" But this lawyer was not content to méfeiy observe

his times.

"Casey is a real wafrior," a CIA coI]eague told me

‘because,*one'might'add, he dec1ded to be
He had a bhdfﬁe;

Before he was a warrior, Bill Casey was an intellectual, a
man of letters, a bibliophile, prodigious reader, researcher,

writer, editor.

"During my entife'WOrking 11fé,"*he wrote, "myzactiQities as 
‘a lawyer, author, ed1tor have 1nvo1ved the gather1ng, analys1s,,
{and eva]uat1on of 1nformat1on and app]ying 1t to pract1ca1 -

purposes
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This penchant for gathering, analyzing, and e9a1uating of
intormation made Bill Casey a'supefb Director of the CentraT
Inte1ligence‘Agency.where, insiders understand, his greatest
iqterest and most outstanding contribution was to strengtheh.tﬁe

skill and confidence of the CIA's analysts.

The same commitment to gathering, analyzing, and evaluating

information led Bill Casey to the conC]usion‘that our vioTent

- ~century is dangerous for Americahs, that the stakes are very

high,;and that we no longer have a comfortable margin for error.

These views were the spur to action.

Watching.the Sovtet'Unfon sﬁoot down KAL-007 oﬁ'the here
susE;cion that it mig_t have been'engaged in'espionage (as he put
it), observ1ng the framing and arrest of Nicholas Dan1loff
(hostage tak1ng, he ca]]ed it), Casey conc]uded that in the ]:
Soviet Government, we are dea11ng w1th men who havei"a'

fundamenta11y alien and totally unpalatable value system."

He believed on the basis of vast information collected and

reflected on, that the Soviet leadership is "committedlto

‘but]ding a'm11jtary'forcé'that:cou]d fight and wih‘a'nuq1ear_*

He was deeply concerned w1th grow1ng U S vu1nerabi1ity to"

’the Sov1et s h1gh]y accurate mobile m1ss11es wh1ch 'promise-tOl

make deterrence through offens1ve_m1ss1]es 1ncreaswng]y uncertain
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in the years ahead." He worried about the Soviets long lead in .
research on high laser particle beam weapons, radio frequency and
“kinetic energy weapons. He ardently supported SDI against a

-Ee]ent]ess Soviet propagahda campaign.

He was also concerned, for both human and strategic reasons,

about the Soviets' “"creeping imperialism" .in the Third World.

They had, he said, "unleashed the four horsemehvbf the
Apoté]ypse --- famine, pesti}ence, war, and death" --- in-
Ethiopia, Cambodfa, Afghanistan, Mdzambique --- devastating
“pgop]e and moving ke]ent]esﬁ]y toward“"two.primary targets" ---
the oil f1e1ds:of the Midd]e»East (tﬁé lifeline of the Western
‘A11iance), and the isthmus of Panama, which separates Ndrth ahd

South America.‘

No one Wechmed signs of Soviet liberalization more than
Bill Casey. But glasnost has not come to Afghanistan, Nicaragua

or to Soviet Jews.

These people wi]T one day be free from force, Casey
~’bélieved;'bécaﬁse "thé pehdU]um of‘history is,SToQ1y but surely
swinging away from Soviet M&rxism ... toward democrécy:and freé';'

market economics."

"The Soviet Union may have a proven recipe for subversion

~and an undiluted-wi]]ihgness to use faw poWer to shore up its
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unpopular clients, but we in the West have an infinite1y more

powerful weapon --- the promise of long-term prosperity.”

"I am high on the free market," Casey told the Washington

Post, and many others. Freedom, he believed, worked for him, for

‘us, and for every people who tried it. It is the alternative and

~the antidote to tyranny, stagnation, and starvation.

In addition to doing what we can to support indigenous"

"freedom fjghters, Qasey wrote, we need:to bring to'bear,the

”West‘s-techno]ogical ingenuity, entrepreneurial ta1ents; and free'

markets on the core prob1ems-0f deve10pment and "piece by piece,

‘technique by technique, country by country” eliminate hunger and

‘raise Third World living standards.

"Al] we have to do is muster ‘the courage and reso]ve to use
our enormous advantages. He had the courage and reso]ve .'Hé"
eou]d barely stand it when we missed an opportunity to protect
the United States and promote freedom. Bill Casey was a man of

passionate convictions, willing to work long hours, make hard

‘decisions, and endure criticism,.

He dared to take a b1g step where one was requ1red

' understand1ng, 11ke Dav1d L]oyd George, that you can’ t cross a
' chasm w1th two smal] Jumps, He did not take to unnecessary

1'r1sks, and he was not daunted by'd1ff1cu1t1es or daff1cu1t
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people. He worried quite a 1ot about America‘s growing

 incapacity to act with discretion and dispatch.

Mostvof a]i, Bilf Casey had a passionate commitment to_
preserving the independence and~fréedom of the United States ---
ffom terrorists, nuclear.blackmail and isolation. Because he saw
them as d1rect]y re]evant to American secur1ty, deve10p1ng a’
defense aga1nst 1ncom1ng nuclear m1ss1les and support1ng |
N1caraguan freedom f1ghters had special pr1or1ty for him. 'fherg

" is. no question about it. -But they had no more pr1or1ty than law.

Bill Casey was one smart 1awyér who understood po]iticsiand
history as well. He was a savvy, sometimes sassy, always feisty

guy --- and a fighter.

Some mean spirited, i11 informed comments have been written
" and spoken in the last days, reminding us as Marcus Aurelius
? _ said, "There is no man so fortunate that there shall not be by

him when he is dying some who are pleased with what is going to

happen

These uaneasant abmmentsfwoy1d not have oﬁenly'dféfurbad
lqurifriend;'"The CIAVTSV(not)'the pTace for fender-egos and
-shriveling vio]ets ". He to1d a university audlence 1ast fall,

"The debates and c]ashes of 1deas can get rough
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Casey could take the guff required to support unpopular
ideas --- 1ike the free market, and contrdiersia1 causes --- like _“
the contras --- because he had studied the evidence and thdught

through his positions.

He could take the guff and not give up because he had built

his Tife on solid foundations..

Plato and St,'Augustjhe tell us ohe'knOWS a man by What-hé;
loves. We know Bill.Casey through his loves --- of Sophia,

Bernadette, his chUrch;~his ;oUntry, his books, his freedom. 

- Bill Casey's inspiration was Greek in the cultivation of all
"his capacities, Roman in his love of law, Christian in his 1ove'

'éf God and the Church, American in his love of freedom.

He Tived his 1life to the hilt and Teft it in the spirit of
“the man who said, "I am perfectly Yesigned. I am surrounded by
my fam11y} I have served my country. I have reliance upon God,

and am not afraid of the Devil."
Bi11 Casey,_with his inte]]igencé,_coufagé, w{t and zest;' 
- ~contributed ehOrmoUs1y to his fdmily;‘hiSVCOUntry,xhis-Ppesident,-

~and his friends.
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